
Critical Spawning Habitat for
Surf Smelt, Sand Lane, and. Rock Sole
in Puget Sound, Washington
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Surf smelt

Sand lance

-
Surf smelt are common resident fish in many areas of Puget Sound, They appear to be relatively Vi lly nothing is known of the life history of adult sand lance in Puget Sound . Sand lance
short-lived fish with most spawning populations comprised of one-and two-year old fish .

	

spawning habits appear to be quite similar to those of the surf smelt . Sand lance&spawning is
Spawning occurs at high tides on mixed-sand and gravel substrates in the upper intertidal zone

	

confined m the upper intertidal zone, generally higher than --5 feet in tidal elevation. Sand lance
generally higher than -7 feet in tidal elevation . Smelt spawning tectas nearly year round Smelt spawning season lasts from November to February . The incubation period for the eggs is about
eggs incubate for two to six weeks .

	

30 days .

Rock sole

In Paget Sound, rock sole spawn between February and mid-April . Eggs are yellowish,
dernersal and adhesive with a diameter of less than 1 mm. Hatching occurs in 9 to 18 days
depending on water temperatwes . Adult rock sole are commonly fotmdin depths between 20
Ind 70 fathoms . There " an onshore movement during the summer.


